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Adaptation

Climate Change Adaptation

This factsheet is one of a series of nine informative sheets
prepared and designed by the Royal Scientific Society, under
the Communication Task within the context of “Enabling
Activities for the Preparation of Jordan's Third National
Communication Report to the UNFCCC (TNC) project”.

Adaptation is a response to climate change that seeks to reduce the vulnerability of biological systems to climate change effects and
increase its adaptive capacity. Various types of adaptation can be distinguished, including anticipatory, autonomous and planned
adaptation:

Anticipatory Adaptation — Adaptation that takes place before impacts of climate change are observed. Also referred to as proactive
adaptation.

Autonomous Adaptation — Adaptation that does not constitute a conscious response to climatic stimuli but is triggered by ecological
changes in natural systems and by market or welfare changes in human systems. Also referred to as spontaneous adaptation.

Planned Adaptation - Adaptation that is the result of a deliberate policy decision, based on an awareness that conditions have
changed or are about to change and that action is required to return to, maintain, or achieve a desired state.

Adaptive Capacity - The ability of a system to adjust to climate change(including climate variability and extremes) to moderate
potential damages, to take advantage of opportunities, or to cope with the consequences.

Climate change adaptation is especially important in developing countries since those countries are the most vulnerable to the effects
of climate change.

Adaptation options:

e Adaptation can reduce vulnerability, both in the short and the long term

e Vulnerability to climate change can be exacerbated by the presence of other stresses, arising for example from current climate hazards,
poverty, unequal access to resources, food insecurity, trends in economic globalization, conflict and incidence of diseases such as
HIV/AIDS

o Adaptation will be required at regional and local levels to reduce the adverse impacts of projected climate change and variability,
regardless of the scale of mitigation undertaken

e A wide array of adaptation options is available, but more extensive adaptation than is currently occurring is required to reduce
vulnerability to future climate change. There are barriers, limits and costs, but these are not fully understood

® Adaptive capacity is intimately connected to social and economic development, but it is not evenly distributed across and within
societies

Jordan and vulnerability, impact, and adaptation to climate change

Jordan faces vulnerability and potential serious impacts on its natural ecosystems, on its river basins and watersheds, on
biodiversity—then cascading to impacts on agriculture and food security/production, water resources, human health, public
infrastructure, human settlements and socio-economic framework. Adaptation actions to be taken to secure that the people and the
economic, social and natural systems in Jordan will not suffer from climate change impacts.

Objectives for vulnerability, impact and adaptation to climate change

e Further increase the scientific knowledge of climate change
vulnerability and impact on water, agriculture/food production,
health, biodiversity, desertification and other relevant sectors,
with water and agriculture as the key sectors. This will include
the link between climate change adaptation and disaster risk

e Develop national and regional capacity to address climate
change risks

® Develop adaptation strategies in all relevant vulnerable sectors
and work towards integrations/filling gaps of climate change
aspects into relevant sectors’ existing adaptation policies and
strategies as well as action plans

e Strengthen the cross-sector approach to adaptation given the
strong thematic relation between the sectors, and strengthen
the existing national institutional framework, including the

® National Committee on Climate Change (NCCC) and its advisory
bodies with emphasis on climate change research group

® Promote the access to national and international financing for
adaptation projects, including mainstreaming climate
consideration in the allocation of national budgets.
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